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A little about Eric Peterson
ÅModeled in HO with my Dad

Å{ǿƛǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ h ǎŎŀƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ όрл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ h {ŎŀƭŜ н wŀƛƭύ

ÅWorked in the railroad industry all my life
ÅAuto-Train Corp start up

ÅRF&P engineering at Potomac Yard

ÅChessieSystem Railroads, CSX Transportation
ÅDivision Engineer Ohio Division

ÅSignal Design and Construction

ÅPublic Projects

Åaȅ мфΩ Ȅ нрΩ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ нnd Garage to 5th basement in 2017

Å[ŀȅƻǳǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ мфΩ Ȅ пмΩ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǿƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ 5// Ҍ CǳǘǳǊŜ {ƛƎƴŀƭǎ



No Need to Take Notes:

ÅI am happy to send you a PDF copy of this Clinic

ÅQuestions:
ÅEric Peterson    ericgpet@gmail.com317-947-4829 home phone

mailto:ericgpet@gmail.com


What the Heck 
am I Talking 
About?

Polymeric Sand 
used for exterior 
paver surface 
gaps



Polymeric Sand is Mixed with a Dry Adhesive 

ÅSand is spread filling paver or stone gaps

ÅThen watered twice to activate polymeric 
adhesive 

ÅFor Model Railroads the sand can be spread and 
sprayed with plain water.  Not Glue. Once best?

ÅIt can also be mixed with water to place wet.



Safety-This is a commercial Construction Product

ÅA fine dry adhesive powder is used.
ÅIt is activated by water.
ÅN95 masks and eye protection will keep the dust 
our of your moist lungs and eyes.

ÅTransferring, screening, mixing, applying can 
produce adhesive dust.



What Does This Have to Do With Model 
Railroading?

ÅModel Railroad Scenery Surfaces Need a Natural 
Look.
ÅModel Railroad Track Needs Ballast
ÅColor Variations Improve Appearance
ÅModelers Like to Spend Money on Other Things
ÅIf you like dripping glue between individual ties 
with an eye dropper you are in the wrong clinic



So How Does Polymeric Sand Work?

Using Shakers for 
different colors or 
textures apply enough 
to get the surface 
shape and colors you 
want



Spray to Activate Powdered Glue in the Mix
Spray Enough Water 
to momentary 
saturate the Sand 
and activate the 
Glue.  

Once is giving us the 
best results 



Where Do I Start with Flat Areas?
Plywood 
Surface, 
Upson Board, 
Cork, Foam 
insulation, 
plaster etc. 

Does not 
have to be 
painted.



Results Scenery and Track w/Ballast & Vegetation



Flat Surface With 
Different Sand 

Materials

O Scale before 
ballasting



Flat Surface 
Closer Look



Sand Surface with 
Vegetation Glued with 
Scenery Cement or 1 
water to 2 white glue 

for clumps



Where Are We Starting With Other Shapes?

Broken 
Ceiling Tile, 
Insulation 
Foam and 
Some Filling 
Material Such 
as Joint 
Compound 
for Gaps



This is a fill 
supporting 
the track.

First test 
covering 
with Gray 
Sand 



Sand 
Added 
at 
each 
Ceiling 
Tile 
Layer



Painted 
ceiling tile 
and sand  

Only Fine 
Vegetation 
over Sand 
on the 
Slope



Overall Fill Slope Before More Vegetation



Overall Progress Variable Surfaces


