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President’s Report
By Paul Mangan, President, MWR

I'll begin
this report by
thanking Tom
McCabe and the
Rock River Valley
Division (RRVD)
for hosting the
Midwest Region
fall board of direc-
tors meeting. After
the board meet-
ing, most of the
members stayed
for the division
meet that followed

and a tour of Bill Kirchmeyer's layout after the meet. It's
always great to meet with members of the RR VD that I
have met over the years through joint division meets and
participation in their train show and sale each March. 

At our board meeting we had a very spirited con-
versation about the 501(c)3 project that we restarted last
spring. Vice President Steve Studley is heading the com-
mittee that is organizing all the paperwork that needs to be
completed to achieve nonprofit status. Mike Yurgec who is
on this committee and is also serving as NMRA At Large
North American Director discussed the NMRA's investiga-
tion of how Vertical Integration could work for the Regions
and Divisions. We have decided to take a wait and see
approach until we hear more from headquarters on this
subject. 

In September at the Fox Valley Division meet and
in October at the Rock River Valley Division meet, Past
MWR President Gary Children presented some award
plaques to some MWR members that had not received
them when they were recognized for a modeling award.
This award is called the Goat Award and is presented in
honor of former WISE Division Superintendent Mel
Andresen.  The Goat Award is for any Great Northern
model that earns the most AP points in the MWR Spring
Convention model contest. 

The winners of the Goat Award from the Fox Valley
Division are, John Drozdak and Don Cook MMR, and from
the Rock River Valley Division Tyrone Johnson.
Congratulations to these great modelers on a job well
done.  

The leaves were changing color and falling all over
the place when I went up north to the Winnebagoland
Division (WLD) to attend their fall meet. I had the pleasure
of attending the meet in Rhinelander WI with Gary Children
from the WISE Division along with Mike V ivion and Bob
McGeever from the SCWD. The WLD division meets are
an all-day event usually starting at about 8:30 in the morn-
ing and finishing with a banquet in the evening. With all the
activities that go on (clinics, rail tours, swap meet and ban-
quet) you get the feeling you are at a convention. It was a
wonderful time meeting division members and spending
some time chatting with Superintendent James Cruthers.
Currently, the WLD is making plans to host the MWR 2015
spring convention. 

The Rhinelander Railroad Association (RRA)
opened their club
layout for touring
on this crisp
autumn afternoon.
The layout is
located in the
basement of an
old Soo Line depot
and is just out-
standing. The folks
at the RRA and
the Three Lakes
Model Railroad
Club also played a
large part in
organizing the
meet as well.
Everyone I talked
with had a very

good experience.  
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The WAYBILL
is published quarterly by the Midwest
Region of the National Model Railroad
Association Inc. for the benefit of the

model railroading community.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Electronic delivery is free to all members

of the Region. Go to http://www.mwr-
nmra.org/region/waybill/waybill.html to

subscribe or to change your e-mail
address. Regular mail subscriptions are
$6.00 per year; $12.00 for two years. To
subscribe, complete the applicable sec-

tions of the NMRA Membership
Application at http://www.nmra.org/. 

CONTRIBUTIONS
Articles, photographs and artwork are
encouraged in either hardcopy or elec-

tronic form. The editor uses Quark 4.1 as
his publishing software on a Mac. Word

documents are also acceptable, but
please send the photographs as an

attachment. Copy is due by the 10th of
February, May, August and November and
should be sent to the editor at the above

address. Submitted material will be
returned upon request.

ADVERTISING
Deadlines for camera ready ads are the
same as for the copy deadlines. Please
submit by email to the editor as a TIF or

.jpeg. We accept only railroad related ads.
Advertising rates are:

yearly    or per issue
Full page $100 $35
Half page 75 25 
Quarter page 50 20
Business card 25 15

Make checks payable to the Midwest
Region NMRA and mail to: David Leider

601 N. Elmhurst Rd
Prospect Hts IL 60070-1308

sooauthor@netzero.net
847-253-7484

Editor’s Column

This issue has more pages than
usual as it is the annual election issue.
Please take a few moments to fill out the
ballot on page 9 and return it to Don
Cook. Remember, the region and division
officers are all volunteers and it is nice to
show them support for their commitment.

50 year Anniversaries

Several Divisions in the
Midwest Region are celebrating anniver-
saries in 2013 and 2014. The anniver-
sary date is the date their charters were
issued. The oldest was the Central
Indiana Division, which was chartered
January 20, 1963.

Next was the South Central
Wisconsin Division. They were char-
tered December 15, 1963, followed by
the Winnebagoland Division on May 24,
1964.

The Illinois Valley division was
chartered October,18, 1964, followed by
the Wisconsin Southeastern on January
9, 1966, Rock River Valley February 18,
1968, Dupage, February 28, 1971,
Illinois Terminal February 25, 1973, Fox
Valley April 27, 1974 and finally the
Michiana September 13, 2009.

This does not include divisions
that were chartered and were merged or
broken up into other divisions.

Happy anniversary to those divi-
sions that are or soon will celebrate an
anniversary. Several are offering com-
memorative cars to celebrate the event.
If you are interested , please see page
7.

Lake States Historical
Association. 

It is no surprise that I am very
partial to Railroad Historical Societies,
being president of the Soo line
Historical & Technical Society. Most
societies were set up to preserve and
maintain the artifacts of their particular
railroad and maintain some sort of
archives.

Yesterday I visited the Lake
States Historical Association in Baraboo
Wisconsin. I was helping Jim Singer, a 

director of the Burlington Historical
Society who is setting up an archives
in the same building as Lake States.
We had transported a car load of
boxes from the Newberry Library in
Chicago. They are thinning their col-
lection and offered the items to the
Burlington Society. 

After helping Jim unload, I
went over to Lake States and visited
with President Dick Goddard. Dick is
one of those rare individuals who not
only make you feel at home but will
bend over backwards to help. 

I was interested in a set of
books with legal documents from the
Illinois Central. They are full informa-
tion on the early history of the IC and
its contracts with other railroads. I
always find something of interest for
the book I am working on. 

As a whim, I asked Dick if he
had any information on milk cars.
Along with the pickle and vinegar
industries, I am interested in the histo-
ry of bringing milk into Chicago by the
railroads. A quick computer search on
their website brought up several
entries for drawings. We got the call
numbers and went over to the files
and took a look.

The first was a lettering dia-
gram for milk cars, circa 1896. It was
a large original linen for the Chicago
and North Western. It was a great find
and the lettering was beautiful. There
were also interior diagrams of several
different cars, from 32 to 50 feet long,
all from the C&NW.

Dick promised he would make
copies for the next time I was up
there, but I told him now I will have to
write an article, using the new infor-
mation. 

If you want to get some idea
of milk traffic on the Northwestern, see
an article I wrote with Ron
Christensen for the Chicago &
Northwestern online magazine,
Volume 6 #3.

I can not stress enough the
importance of historical societies in
preserving railroad history. If you are
not a member of a society for your
favorite road, join.



This was not my first WLD meet. I had been to
another one about four years ago. One thing I noticed back
then is that their meets draw NMRA members from all over
the Region, not just their own division and this year was no
exception. Attending meets in other divisions and/or partici-
pating in their train shows as attendees or volunteers is
always welcomed and appreciated. 

The time of year is upon us when we need to
check the membership status of all division of ficers and
members in all leadership positions. Most important, we
need to check those who have November / December
renewal dates. The reason is for insurance purposes. The
NMRA insurance is needed by any division that holds func-
tions that allow the public to interface with us at shows,
fairs or layout tours. I speak from a position of experience
when I say the policy does work so when Bert sends the
request out for the membership information please respond
promptly.

The Midwest Region spring election is on the hori-
zon. There are four candidates running for Director at
Large positions. You can read about them here in the
Waybill. Yes, there are only four candidates for the four
positions available but it is nice when people send the bal-
lots in to show support for the people who have committed
their time to work with the board to make sure we can keep
this hobby fun. Maybe you should take some time and
think about running for election to the board of directors.

Have a Happy and Safe Holiday season 
See you by the Rails

Paul    

Region News
Midwest Region Achievement Program Report
by Marvin Preussler MMR- MWR AP Manager

I am happy to report that there has been some
activity from our members. Members continue to take part
in the Achievement Program all over the Midwest Region.
Take a look at the following:           

The following member received an  AP Certificate:
Gregg Condon Greenville, WI         Author              

The following member received the Golden Spike Award:
Robert Knobbe Glendale Heights, IL

Hopefully there will be more activity in the AP in
the next few months as the fall turns to winter , and a lot of
modeling, shows, and activities start to ramp up again! 

There are plenty of train shows and meets coming
up to get one motivated. So get going on those modeling
projects and take a look at the NMRA website, to see what 

you  may qualify for and set a goal. Hopefully you will be
able to use this past MWR meet to motivate you to get that
model finished up and to get going in the Achievement
Program. 

Currently there are seven more certificate applica-
tions that I have sent to National for processing by mem-
bers in our Midwest Region. A question that I have
received from some of our members is “Where is my cer-
tificate?” Certainly a fair question and unfortunately one I
can't give a great answer for. What I can tell you is that the
folks in charge of the AP at the National level are basically
running about three months behind in getting AP certifi-
cates out to our members. I just got one for one back in
early November for one of our members dated for August
1st. I had sent in the paperwork for this member back on
July 2. As I said, I just received his certificate from National
in early November. I do not have a reason for this. I can
only tell you to be patient. I know that we are all volunteers
when it comes to this program. I, like many others, still
work a full time job, have family commitments, etc. One
thing I can tell you is that I process MWR AP paperwork on
a monthly basis. I do not sit on paperwork for our members
unless there is a question about some of the qualifications
or documentation involved. As always, work with your divi-
sion Achievement Program Manager first, and if there is a
problem, feel free to contact me. Thanks! 

Marvin Preussler, MMR
MWR AP Chairman         
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Next Board Meeting

Best Western Plus Schaumburg
Schaumburg, Illinois

May 18, 2014; 10:30 am

Continued from page 1



Candidate Biographies for Director Positions

DAVID JOHNSON (Incumbent)

Hi – My name’s M.
David Johnson, and
I’m running for re-
election as a
Midwest Region
Director-At-Large. 
During my first

term (2012-2014) I:
•Attended every
meeting of the
Board of Directors,
• Ran a survey ask-
ing you about your
ideas for improving
the region’s pro-

grams,
•Wrote three articles which were published in the MWR
Waybill,
•Am serving as the MWR’s Education Coordinator, and as
the region’s representative to the NMRA Education and
Training Committee, 
•Am the Layout Tours/Operating Sessions Coordinator
(with Jeff Markey) for RailFun 2014, the MWR 2014 Spring
Convention, and
•Continued to serve as a member of the MWR Nominating
Committee. 

I’m also the NMRA’s National Data Sheets
Program Manager. I’ve been a Life Member of NMRA since
1973. I hold AP certificates as Association Volunteer and
as Chief Dispatcher. I’m a member of the Operations SIG,
the Layout Design SIG, the Railroad Industries SIG, the
Santa Fe Railway Historical & Modeling Society, and the
Southern Pacific Historical & Technical Society.

I hope to be able to continue to serve you as an
MWR Director-At-Large for two more years. If these qualifi-
cations seem good to you, then please vote for me.

MDJ

JAMES LANDWEHR

I have held continuous membership with the
NMRA since 2006.  Over the years of membership, I have
had the opportunity to be increasingly involved in the
NMRA.  As a Fox Valley Division board member since
2007, my role allowed me to further develop the
Achievement Program and monthly contests.  My responsi-
bilities afforded me the opportunity to assist members on
their journey through the Master ’s Program and promote
and increase the monthly contest participation.  In this
position, I created guidelines for monthly contests which
has broadened the amount of entries and led to increased

turnouts for meetings
each month.

As an avid train
modeler, I have enjoyed
building two layouts in my
home. All of the elements
in my layout were created
or modified by hand.
Being a part of the NMRA
has increased my knowl-
edge in modeling and lay-
out operations from other
members in the region.  I
wish to take my passion
and knowledge of the
NMRA to broaden my contribution to the organization as a
candidate for the Director at Large position on the Regional
Board.  Thank you for your support and consideration as a
candidate for the DAL.

FRED (ROB) ROBINSON

I solicit your vote
to be the next director at
large for the Midwest
Region.  I have modeled
trains (played with) all of
my life.  A Marx set at 2,
my first Lionel set at 4,
and a switch to HO at 20.

I’ve built layouts
in N, HO, O, and G.  My
new HO layout is under
construction.  I’m not sure what number it is.  I can imagine
completing this one.  In a career spanning nearly forty
years, I’ve moved over a dozen times, and owned eight
homes, not counting government quarters, condos and
apartments.

I am a Life Member of the NMRA.  I was an annual
member from 1965 until 1974 when I converted to life
member status.

I belonged to the DuPage Division of MWR from
1980 to 1988. A job transfer took me to Oregon from 1988
to 1991. Another transfer brought me back to the DuPage
division in 1992. Again a job transfer brought me to the
WISE Division in Milwaukee in 1998. I was an active volun-
teer at “TrainFest” until my retirement in 2005.  Then I
joined the SCWD and have been active in the Madison
division.  Primarily I volunteer at the “Mad City Train
Show”.

This year I am also the SCWD Clinic Chairman.
I think having been in three dif ferent divisions of the MWR
gives a broad view.  It’s a view I can bring to the position of
director at large.
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PAUL WUSSOW
I have been in

model railroading for more
than 50 years. From
Lionel to HO and HOn3
through the NMRA since
1982 I progressed in
scale modeling and oper-
ations. 

Instructional
Technology was my spe-
cialty at the University of
Illinois Chicago where
service over time from
Chief Broadcast Engineer to Assistant Dean, Operations, in
the College of Education.  Leaving the UIC for private
industry, I became the Global Director of Technology for a
Private Equity firm.   Retiring at the end of 2009 my wife
and I purchased a home in Three Lakes, WI where I am
the president of the Three Lakes Model Railroad Club,
Wisconsin’s first and only 100% NMRA club. www.tlmrc.org
I have served as the MWR Photo Contest Chair and
Photographer. I also served as the Du Page Division AP
Chair and hold a Golden Spike + 5 AP certificates;
Volunteer, Electrical, Civil, Author, and Dispatcher.  
I have presented clinics for the MWR and at divisions and
to the community via presentations at the libraries in the
North Woods. NMRA@Home has published my articles on
the national member’s only web site. 

As a DAL my relationships with model railroaders
from diverse backgrounds would serve the MWR well.

Midwest Region 2014 
Spring Convention
3 1/2 days of trains for 45 bucks!

The Fox Valley Division, along with assistance
from the DuPage Division, will host Railfun 2014.
Convention activities will be headquartered at the Best
Western Plus Hotel in Schaumburg, Illinois on May 1 5-18,
2014. 

The event features:
* A unique backshop, behind the scenes tour of the Illinois
Railway Museum -- including the private day run of the
facility and train rides (Extra tour charge of $7 for this
event).
* A tour of the Kloke Locomotive Works that has built the
Leviathan and York Locomotives and currently working on
the Lincoln Funeral train. Free to registrants.
* 30 of the best Chicago Metro area layouts open for tours.
* 12 layouts hosting 21 Opsig style Operating Sessions.

* 19 rail and 5 non-rail one hour clinic slots – including 3
hands-on clinics.
* NMRA judged model and photo contests.
* A Popular Vote model contest.
* Sunday morning Awards presentations and 2 special pro-
grams by professional train photographer Mark Llanuza.
* Midwest Region Membership and Board of Director ’s
meetings. 
* All 3 & 1/2 days of trains for only 45 bucks! 

The hotel is located near major highways for easy
access to tours with a variety of nearby restaurants and
attractions. A special convention rate of $89.99 + tax/night,
including breakfast and the use of the hotel facilities has
been arranged for those desiring lodging. No organized
meals are planned at this year ’s event to maximize your
hobby experience and minimize your convention costs. 

All members are invited to attend and guests are
welcome! Check out the Fox Valley Division’s convention
web site for the latest details of the event and see photos
of the railroads on the tour and open for Operations.
Registration forms are available on the website or on
pages 11 thru 14 of this issue of the W aybill. 

http://www.foxvalleydivision.org/railfun2014/welcome.html

Jim Osborn, Public Relations Trainmaster, 
Fox Valley Division 815-578-8315

Midwest Region 2015 
Spring Convention

The Winnebagoland Division will be hosting the
2015 spring Regional Convention in Manitowoc,Wisconsin.
The dates are April 17-19, 2015
The place is the Holiday Inn at 4601 Calumet Avenue
Manitowoc, Wisconsin 54220.
More details as they become available

As the Central Indiana Division will be hosting the
2016 NMRA National convention in Indianapolis, there will
not be a 2016 Spring Convention, although there will be an
annual meeting.

For information on the 2016 convention, go to
www.nmra2016.org or www.facebook.com/nmra2016.
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Annual Meeting
of Members

Best Western Plus Schaumburg
Schaumburg, Illinois

9:15 am, Sunday, May 18, 2014
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SCWD 50th Anniversary Box Car

This South Central Wisconsin Division limited-run box
car will be available at the December 1, 2013 regular
meeting. We’ll be celebrating the founding of the
SCWD 50 years ago in December 1963.  The  meeting
will be held beginning at 1:00 at the Knights of
Columbus hall at 5137 Verona Road in Fitchburg,
Wisconsin. The Accurail car is dark red with yellow
plug doors and white lettering.

Anyone interested in model railroading is wel-
come.  If interested in obtaining one of these cars,
either attend that meeting and purchase it for $20, or ,
send a check made out to SCWD for $25 ($20 for the
car and $5 for shipping) to: SCWD 50th Boxcar , 2903
Robin Ct., Fitchburg, WI 53711-5187.  
Cars will be shipped after December 1, 2013.

50 year anniversary 
commemorative cars
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The GRASSHOPPER
Static Grass Applicator

Battery powered model- $40.00 postpaid

Send a check or money order to: David Leider MMR
601 N Elmhurst Rd

Prospect Hts, Il 60070
sooauthor@netzero.net

See you atMadisonSoo Line Booth

Lake Shore Model Railroad Association
OPEN HOUSE

December 6, 2013-Friday 5-9:00
December 7 and 8, 2011 Sat and Sun 12-4
Place:  Calumet Park Field-house
Park entrance 9500 S Ewing Avenue or
103rd and Ewing Avenue Rt 41
Free Admission, wheelchair accessible
website: LSModelRR.org
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Midwest Region 2014 Ballot

Director-At-Large (Vote for Four)

[     ] James Landwehr, Fox Valley Division

[     ] David Johnson, Fox Valley Division (Incumbent)

[     ] Paul Wussow, DuPage Division

[     ] Fred Robinson, South Central Wisconsin Division

[     ] Write-In _______________________________

[     ] Write-In _______________________________

[     ] Write-In _______________________________

[     ] Write-In _______________________________

To validate your ballot, please print your:

Name _________________________________________

NMRA No.* _________________

Division _____________________ or Division Code* 28 / _____

* From your membership card. Also, you can go to:
http://www.mwr-nmra.org/divisions/divisionindex.html to look up your Division assign-
ment based on your Zip code. 
“Midwest” is not your Division!!! It is your Region.

If you do not provide the above information, your ballot will not be counted.

Return to Midwest Region Election Committee, c/o Don Cook, 2500 T enth St,
Waukegan, IL 60085-7050. Your ballot must be received no later than January
31, 2014.



Midwest Region Election Committee
C/o Don Cook
2500 Tenth St
Waukegan, IL 60085-7050

Midwest Region Election
Committee
C/o Don Cook
2500 Tenth St
Waukegan, IL 60085-7050
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Chicago Times ad from 1897



Midwest Region NMRA
6145 Plymouth St
Downers Grove, Il 60516
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