
Waybill     
 
 Mid West Region NMRA –  
 
President’s Report  
by Gary Children, President MWR 
 
Well, the last of the snow has finally melted. (I hope 
you were able to get some work done on your layout 
between snow storms.)  
 
I wish to thank all of the people who work and put 
on all of the train shows in our region. The time and 
effort is worth all of the work to see some of the 
people that come to these shows. Some of these 
shows are 30-40 years in the running. That’s a lot of 
work! Thank you to the ladies and gentlemen for 
doing the work. Those of you who were at the Mad 
City train show on February 18th were hit with 
everything mother nature could throw at us. The 
members of SCWD helped in every way possible to 
get people loaded up when the show closed up an 
hour early. Their extra effort is to be complimented.  
 
The spring elections are done. Thanks to all who 
voted. Remember this is your region. Next year there 
will be some openings on the BOD as well as the 
President and Vice President. So, think about what 
you’d like to do and run for a position. 
 
By the time you read this the Spring Convention will 
be over. For our members who were there, I hope 
that you enjoyed it. We will also have a new 
treasurer on board because Bob Sherman is retiring. 
He has done this as well as the Paymaster for the 
WISE division for many years making sure that the 
numbers were straight and the bills were paid. I 
thank you for your many years of hard work. Our 
new treasurer, Bryan Lemonds of the CID division 
will be replacing Bob. Please welcome him when 
you see him.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Summer 2008  

 
Please also welcome Jim Osborn of the Fox Valley 
division for taking the job of webmaster. With this, I 
would also like to thank Randy Williamson as the 
past region webmaster for all of the work that he did. 
Randy is a member of the WLD division. As you can 
see, it’s not one division that makes up the region, 
it’s all divisions that make a region membership 
team. It’s all up to you to support your division and 
region. 
 
I know that with the way gas prices are going I could 
fill up the entire Waybill with what I think of that, 
but I will spare you because you already know. This 
means picking and choosing meets and conventions 
you’ll be attending. If you do go to Anaheim for the 
national convention, we will see you there. As co-
chair of the 2010 national convention, I will be in the 
Milwaukee booth most of the time, but I can see that 
if we don’t go to their convention why should they 
come to ours? 
 
The planning for the 2010 convention is getting 
under way. If you would like to volunteer go to the 
WISE division website www.wisedivision.org. There 
were a lot of us that worked the 1997 Madison 
convention so join us in 2010. We have a lot of great 
things cooking. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
people who are helping on the city layout tours who 
go that extra step to help out for our national 
convention here in Milwaukee: 
 
Charlie Wickhorst-Rock River Valley Division 
(hope you get better soon - Dick Caudle will be 
taking over for Charlie because of health issues) 
Hank Brown & Barb Rothwell-South Central 
Division 
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Randy Williamson-Winnebagoland Division 
Marv & Mark Preussler-Winnebagoland Division 
Ted Lewtas-Wisconsin Southeast Division 
Jim Spice-Northshore & Western Division 
Burnell Breaker-Wisconsin Southeast Division 
 
There are many more people working on the 
convention but these people are the ones that are 
getting the layout tours set up. As I said before, 
national is running things different than in 1997, so 
when they set up we’re done. 
 
I have personally enjoyed all of the train shows I 
have attended. If you see me with a cane, I had knee 
surgery on February 21, 2008. As your president, my 
duties come first to the region. But, I am alright and 
am doing the things that need to be done on the knee 
to make it better. 
 
On another note, a special thank you goes out to 
Barb Rothwell, of the SCWD, for the way she 
handles the printing of the Waybill. Sean Lamb and 
Chris Roeben, both of the SCWD, also deserve 
special thanks. They are the ones who run the slide 
projectors, PowerPoint programs as well as the 
model and photo contests, along with Ingrid Drozdak 
from the NSW division. They do this behind the 
scenes and don’t often have the chance to enjoy the 
conventions or meets. These individuals have 
stepped up to the plate and have gone beyond the 
call of duty. 
 
On a more saddening note, Sue Spice, Jim Spice’s 
wife, who is the superintendent of the Northshore & 
Western division, passed away recently. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to him and his family. 
 
Have yourself a good summer. Try and get some 
good pictures for some fall clinics and remember 
model railroading is fun!  
 

⊗ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2008 Spring Convention 
Recap 
by Bert Lattan 

 
Waupaca Rails 2008 was held at the Best Western 
Grand Seasons Hotel in Waupaca, Wisconsin on 
May 9, 10 & 11, 2008. From all reports the 89 
attendees had a great time. 
 
The first event was a tour of the ThyssenKrupp 
Waupaca Foundry Plant 1. About 50 convention 
participants went on the tour. The tour started with 
an overview of foundry operations and a safety 
briefing. After reviewing and signing a safety 
protocol, each participant received a hard hat, safety 
glasses, earplugs and an “overcoat” for the tour. 
Groups of three or four were then guided through the 
plant by TK Waupaca employees where the melt 
department, core room, pattern area, molding 
machines, finishing area and warehouse/shipping 
areas were viewed. After returning from a very 
informative and enjoyable tour, no one wondered 
about the plant’s emphasis on safety! 
 
Friday evening featured operating sessions and three 
clinics: “DM&IR Cabooses” by Mike Kirk; “I 
Installed DCC, Now What?” by Paul Pasowitz and 
Fallen Flags by Gary Children. Saturday morning 
clinics included “Model Photography Techniques” 
by Rich Hanke; “Researching the Prototype” by 
David Leider; “Operations Along the Soo” by Mark 
Preussler; “Bootlebrush Trees/Ponderosa Trees” by 
Chic Hartert; C&NW LP (Bulkhead Pulp) Flatcars” 
by Rich Hanke; “A View from the Bridge” by Capt. 
Al Nelson; “The Roy Campbell Photograph 
Collection” by Tom Burg and “Industrial 
Archeology: The Milwaukee Beer Line” By Richard 
Cecil. 
 
Saturday afternoon layout tours were west of 
Waupaca and included Mike & Mary Eiden’s 
Miladore Rudolph & Eastern and Custer Central; 
Don Kottke’s Big Northern Railroad; Pat Lyons “Q” 
RR; Larry Misiewicz’s Golden Sands Southern; 
Gordy Sauve’s two-story (!) three-rail O gauge pike; 
Roger Hildebrandt’s Evergreen Hills & Allen Creek 

Free Stuff 
 
Model Railroader Magazines – 1986-2006 some 
bound copies. Contact John Kosobucki at 
crimedog01@charter.net 
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and Arpad Eiler’s Great Freedom RR. The Waupaca 
Soo Line depot, which is being restored, was also 
open. 
 
Sunday afternoon layout tours were east of Waupaca 
and included Eugene Much’s Little Wolf Central; 
David Johnson’s Der Bahnhof; John Poris’ 
Johnstown Roseville & Western; Wilard Wilde’s 
Lind Center & Southern; Lynn Draper’s Fremont & 
South Park; Pat Smith’s Cajon Pass; Randy & Dayna 
Williamson’s Pennsylvania & Deer Creek Lumber 
and John Franzen’s Milwaukee waterfront & 
Mexican mining layouts. With eight tours on each 
day, attendees could visit each layout and the depot 
in the allotted time. 
 
Participation in the model and photo contests was 
strong. There were 22 entries in nine model contest 
categories and 47 entries in the photo contest. 
Pictures of some of the model contest entries should 
be posted on the Region website by the time this 
article is published. A family-style banquet, the 
annual meeting of members, model & photo contest 
awards and the auction capped Saturday’s activities. 
The Spring Board of Directors meeting was held 
Sunday morning. .   

⊗ 
 

Minutes, Annual 
Meeting of Members, 
Midwest Region, 
NMRA, May 10, 2008 
 
TENTATIVE AND PRELIMINARY DRAFT 
FOR REVIEW AND DISCUSSION PURPOSES 
ONLY SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
 
President Gary Children called the meeting to order 
at 7:19 pm at the Best Western Grand Seasons Hotel 
in Waupaca, Wisconsin. Gary thanked the 
Winnebagoland Division for hosting the 2008 Spring 
Convention. 
 
Minutes from the Annual Meeting of Members held 
on April 21, 2007 were unanimously approved as 

written and published in the Summer 2007 issue of 
the Waybill. 
 
Reports 
 
Bob Sherman, Treasurer, reported on Region 
finances. As of December 31, 2007 the General Fund 
and the Youth Fund had combined net assets of 
$38,619.67. For the year then ended revenues, 
primarily from Waybill subscriptions and the NMRA 
dues rebate, were $9.713.71; expenses, primarily for 
the Waybill, were $3,266.21 and net revenue was 
$6,447.50. 
 
Gary Children presented a plaque to Bob Sherman in 
recognition of his service as Region Treasurer. 
 

⊗ 
 
 

Convention Quiz 
 
For those of you that attended the last regional  
convention, you probably know where these layouts  
pictures were taken. 
 
For those of you that didn’t attend, now is your  
time to take out your thinking cap and try to 
figure out who belongs to each of the photos 
from the convention. 
 
You’ll get a few chances in the following pages. 
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Division Schedule 
 
For schedules go to individual Division websites 
located at: www. mwr-nmra.org/mwrmap.html 

 

 Waybill Advertising  
 

The deadlines for camera ready ads are the same 
as the copy deadlines stated elsewhere, (please 
submit by e-mail in MS Word or .jpg format). If 
you need ad composition, contact the Waybill 
editor. We accept only Railroad related ads. 
 
Advertising rates are: 
 

   Yearly    or    Per Issue 
Full page  $100.00         $35. 
Half page      75.00             25. 
Quarter page           50.00              20. 
Business Card size    25.00             15. 
 
Please make checks payable to MWR, and mail to: 

Bob Sherman 
3705 Yukon Rd Unit D,  
Brookfield WI 53045  

Waybill Subscriptions 
 

Electronic Delivery 
 
Send an e-mail to mwrsecy@mwr-nmra.org with 
your name, e-mail address, NMRA number and 
division. Use “Electronic Delivery Subscription” 
as the subject of your e-mail. Or, if you are 
reporting a change of e-mail address, use “E-Mail 
Address Change” as the subject of your e-mail. 
 

Regular Mail Subscription 
 
Subscribe for one or two years when you join the 
NMRA or renew your membership. A one-year 
subscription is $6.00; a two-year subscription is 
$12.00. New and renewal membership forms are 
available from the membership coor-dinator for 
your Division or from the NMRA website at 
http://www.nmra.org/. The website offers both 
online and mail-in options. 
 
For more information about electronic delivery 
and regular mail subscriptions, visit the Midwest 
Region website at http://www.mwr-nmra.org/. 
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Midwest Region Officers, Directors and Committee Chairmen as of Feb. 1, 2008 
 
Officers 
 
President (1)  
Gary Children  
2135 S 95th St  
West Allis WI 53227  
(414) 327-1666  
csuperchief20@aol.c
om, 
 
Vice President  
Randy Williamson  
5929 Lakeview Rd  
Larsen WI 54947  
(920) 836-3211  
pennsy@centurytel.
net, 
 
Secretary (2)  
Bert Lattan  
145 Heathrow Ct  
Lake Bluff IL 60044  
(847) 295-7959  
mwrsecy@comcast.n
et 
 
 Treasurer  
Bryan Lemonds 
6325 Bent Pine Dr 
Bloomington, IN 
47408 
(812) 334-8841 
Bklemonds@att.net 
 
Immediate Past 
President  
Richard Cecil  
3131 N Cramer St  
Milwaukee WI 53211  
(414) 332-3729  
thececil@sbcglobal.n
et 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Directors-at-
Large 
 
Term Expires 2010 , 
Sean Lamb  
6218 Birch Hill Dr  
Madison WI 53711  
(608) 271-9756  
slambo@tds.net, 
 
Bob Lehnen  
6260 N Chester Ave  
Indianapolis, IN 
46220  
(317) 253-6569  
rlehnen@comcast.net,  
 
Dave Poquette  
5665 N Bay Ridge 
Ave  
Whitefish Bay WI 
53217  
(414) 906-0678  
dpoquette@wi.rr.com 
 
Jim Osborn  
2202 Bay Oaks Dr  
McHenry IL 60051  
(815) 578-8315  
webmaster@mwr-
nmra.org 
 
Term Expires 2009 , 
Bill Litkenhous  
2509 Windwood Dr  
Bedford IN 47421  
(812) 275-3634  
mrlit@insightbb.com,  
 
Chris Roeben  
3015 Union St, Apt 4  
Madison WI 53714  
(608) 819-8365 
croeben@charter.net 
 
James Wise  
3207 N Sheridan Rd  
Peoria, IL 61604  
(309) 682-8595  
mailto:alwise5@mind
spring.com 

Committee 
Chairmen 
 
Achievement 
Program (3)  
Marv Preussler  
2519 Henry St  
Sheboygan WI 53081  
(920) 803-9668  
mpreussler@milwpc.
com 
 
Audit  
Richard Sweet  
11 Park Place Cir  
HawthornWoods IL 
60047  
(847) 550-1399  
rsweet@pactiv.com 
 
Clinic Clearing 
House  
Mike Hurlburt  
N7242 Country Side 
Ln  
Elkhorn WI 53121  
(262) 742-3112  
tngr@genevaonline.c
om 
 
Convention  
Reid Kahrs  
286 Woodland View 
Ct  
Colgate WI 53017  
(262) 628-8489  
rkahrs@charter.net 
 

Education Coordinator 
(3)  
Ross Stark  
1729 Clyde Dr  
Naperville IL 60565  
(630) 983-1729  
j_ross_stark@hotmail.c
om 
 
Election  
Don Cook  
2500 10th St  
Waukegan IL 60085  
(847) 249-4230  
dcook@att.net 
 
Estate Counseling  
Calvin Krasonya  
414 E Mill St Apt 3  
Plymouth WI 53073  
(920) 893-9552  
kcalvin@wi.rr.com 
 
Internet  
Jim Osborn 
2202 Bay Oaks Drive  
McHenry, IL 60051  
(815) 578-8315 
webmaster@mwr-
nmra.org 
 
Long Range Planning  
Richard Cecil  
3131 N Cramer St  
Milwaukee WI 53211  
(414) 332-3729  
thececil@sbcglobal.net 
 

Membership  
Ron Scharping  
6145 Plymouth St  
Downers Grove IL 
60516  
(630) 968-0157  
sue_ron_scharping  
@comcast.net 
 
Nominating  
Jim Spice  
10141 Yorkhouse Rd  
Beach Park IL 60087  
(847) 662-7267  
jimjet2@comcast.net 
 
Promotions & Sp 
Projects  
Randy Williamson  
5929 Lakeview Rd  
Larsen WI 54947  
(920) 836-3211  
pennsy@centurytel.ne
t 
 
Publications  
Barb Rothwell  
5667 Concord Dr  
Fitchburg WI 53575  
(608) 835-7072  
waybilleditor@charte
r.net 
 
Youth  
Capt Al Nelson  
1661 Atlanta Cir  
Manitowoc WI 54220  
(920) 682-6787  
captal87@aol.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

RRVD NEWS 
by  rrvdss 
 
People who attended this years seventeenth annual 
RRVD Show & Sale in Rockford Illinois voted the 
Toy Train Barn's (Argyle, WI) highly animated 
portable layout as their "Best of Show" for 2008.  
Presenting the award is Don Brindle, RRVD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCWD/RRVD Meet 
 
It’s nice to see neighboring Divisions taking the 
time to visit  their neighbors. On May 3rd. the Rock 
River Valley Division attended the monthly meeting 
of the South Central Wisconsin Division. They even 
let in a member of the WISE Division. 
 

 
 
Two clinics, contests, and a general good time, was 
followed by a tour of four SCWD layouts. 
 
It was nice to see those garden layouts again. (Steve 
& Carol Culbertson, had their layout open for the 
tour – note the garden layout within the garden 
layout.) 
 

 
 
⊗ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Division Superintendent, to Dillon, Buck & Jan 
Gunthrie, and Tom Moore. Also transportation is 
needed to bring these fine displays and layouts to 
shows and the Toy Train Barn's trailer is another fine 
creation of theirs. 
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ROCKFORD ROUTE 
RIDE THE LINE - 2009 

 
Midwest Region Spring 2009 Convention 

Sponsored by the Rock River Valley Division 
 
 
 

Clinics                             Operating Sessions 
Layout Tours                                    Banquet 
Photo Contest                         Model Contest 

Auction 
 
 
 

APRIL 17-19, 2009 
 
 

CLOCK TOWER RESORT 
& 

CONFERENCE CENTER 
 

I-90 and State St. 
 

Rockford, IL 

  
 
 
 

Info:  Don Brindle  (815) 874-6095 
donbrindle@aol.com 
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2009 Election 
by Jim Spice 
 
Petition Deadline Is August 21, 
2008 
 
Although the 2009 election is several months away, 
it is time to start the election cycle. In 2009 we will 
elect a President, a Vice President and three (3) 
Directors-at-Large. 
 
In 2009 Gary Children and Randy Williamson will 
both complete second two-year terms as President 
and Vice-President, respectively. Under the Bylaws, 
Gary will become the Immediate Past President and 
Randy will not be eligible to run for another term in 
2009. Thanks to Gary and Randy for their dedicated 
service. 
 
In 2009 Bill Litkenhous from the Central Indiana 
Division, one of the three incumbent DALs, will 
complete his second two-year term. Bill will not be 
eligible to run for another term in 2009. Thanks to 
Bill for his dedicated service. Chris Roeben from the 
South Central Wisconsin Division and Jim Wise 
from the Illinois Valley Division will complete their 
first two-year terms and will be eligible to run for 
another term in 2009. 
 
There are two ways that your name can be placed on 
the ballot. The first is by recommendation of the 
Nominating Committee and approval of the Board of 
Directors. To be considered by the Nominating 
Committee (Chairman Jim Spice from the North 
Shore & Western Division and Members Reid Kahrs 
from the Wisconsin Southeastern Division and Jim 
Osborn from the Fox Valley Division), you must 
submit a biography/candidate’s statement of 200 
words or less and a 2x2, passport-style photo to the 
Committee with a copy to the Region Secretary (Bert 

Lattan) as soon as possible, but no later than August 
21, 2008. 
 
The preferred method of delivery is electronic mail. 
(While e-mail is not required to serve on the Board, 
it is highly desirable since the Board conducts pre 
and post meeting activity by e-mail.) If you do not 
have e-mail, you may mail your bio/photo to Bert 
Lattan, who will convert it to an electronic format 
and send it to the Committee. Addresses and e-mail 
addresses for the Committee and the Secretary are on 
the Region website (www.mwr-nmra.org). 
 
The second method is by petition signed by at least 
ten (10) current, resident NMRA members. The 
petition form is available on the Region website or it 
may be requested from Bert Lattan. Your petition 
must be accompanied by a biography/candidate’s 
statement of 200 words or less and a 2x2, passport-
style photo. It must be received by Bert Lattan no 
later than August 21, 2008. He will convert it to an 
electronic format and forward it to the Committee. 
 
The Committee will submit its recommendations and 
the names of all resident members nominated by 
petition to the Board of Directors for review and 
approval during its next meeting. That meeting will 
be held on Sunday, October 5, 2008 in Downers 
Grove, Illinois. 
 
Each candidate’s biography/statement & photo and a 
ballot will be included in the Winter 2008 issue of 
the Waybill. The results of the election will be 
announced during the 2009 Annual Meeting of 
Members. The meeting will be held during the 
Spring 2009 Convention, which is scheduled for 
April 17-19, 2009 at the Clock Tower Resort in 
Rockford, Illinois. 
 

⊗

 
 

 



 
Here is a really 
unique shot of  
an industrial 
area. 
 
Got a clue of 
where it 
resides? 
 
Send an e-mail 
to the editor at 
Waybilleditor@ 
charter.net so 
we can put it in 
the next 
Waybill. 
 
This is photo #2 

Here’s another 
great shot of a 
wonderful 
roundhouse. 
 
Wouldn’t mind  
having that one 
on my layout, 
but from the 
looks of it we’d 
probably not 
have enough 
room. 
 
This is photo #3 
 
Have a clue 
where it 
resides? 
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Nothing like 
this around any 
more. 
 
This is photo 
#4. 
 
Don’t make me 
rely on the 
owner of the 
layout where 
this was taken to 
e-mail me the 
location of this 
layout. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here’s photo #5, 
the last of the 
unknown 
locations. 
 
Why are they 
unknown? Well, 
I wasn’t able to 
attend the 
convention and 
the person who 
took these 
photos couldn’t 
remember 
where they were 
taken, so… 
Please let me. 
and the rest of 
the region, 
know where 
these photos 
were taken. 
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Division Superintendents 
 

Calumet  
Pat Mehegan  
3601 Valparaiso St  
Valparaiso IN 46383  
(219) 531-0944  
caseyjones999@juno.com

Central Indiana  
Tom Cain  
6383 Dover Rd  
Indianapolis IN 46220  
(317) 475-7834  
atsf93@comcast.net 
 

DuPage  
Tim Schubert  
1278 Oxford Ln  
Wheaton IL 60187  
(630) 690-9757  
tjirr7@msn.com

Fox Valley  
Richard Sweet  
11 Park Place Cir  
Hawthorn Woods IL 60047  
(847) 550-1399  
rsweet@pactiv.com

Illinois Terminal  
Joe Rich  
857 St Andrews Cir  
Rantoul IL 61866  
joerich_2@mchsi.com 

   

Illinois Valley  
Marion Brasher  
425 W St Paul St  
Spring Valley IL 61362  
(815) 663-3411  
valleyrndhouse@aol.com

North Shore & Western  
Jim Spice  
10141 Yorkhouse Rd  
Beach Park IL 60087  
(847) 662-7267  
jimjet2@comcast.net

Rock River Valley  
Don Brindle  
3159 Far Hill Rd  
Rockford IL 61109  
(815) 874-6095  
donbrindle@aol.com

South Central Wisconsin  
Paul Mangan  
5187 Sun Valley Pkwy  
Oregon WI 53574  
(608) 835-9577  
otter22@charter.net    

Winnebagoland  
Randy Williajson 
5929 Lakeview Rd 
Larsen WI 54947  
(920) 836-3211 
pennsy@centurylet.net 
 

Wisconsin Southeastern  
Bob Gallegos  
PO Box 240914  
Milwaukee WI 53223  
(414) 350-7788  
dgallegos@wi.rr.com 
 

    

 

“We Satisfy Your Addiction” 
We cater to Model Railroaders by specializing in DCC, N, HO and G Gauge. 
We are Factory Trained Dealers for Digitrax and Soundtraxx products. 
Authorized Dealer for Digitrax, NCE, TCS, Soundtraxx, Lok Sound, QSI, and 
Airwire 900 products with installation available since 1996. We also offer award 
winning custom painting, model building and layout construction services. 
Clinics on varied topics are typically offered every Tuesday evening and 
Saturday afternoons. 

 

EngineHouse Services, LLC 
2737 N. Packerland Dr., 2H - Green Bay, WI 54303 

920-490-4839 
www.enginehouseservices.com 

Email: sales@enginehouseservices.com 
10-6 Monday-Thursday 

10-7 Fridays 
9:30-4 Saturdays 

Closed Sundays (we play with trains too!) 
 

Proud Supporter of the World’s Greatest Hobby! 

Page 11 ⊗ Waybill  Summer 2008                         Mid West Region NMRA 



 

TRAIN GUYZ 

Hank Brown   
622 Oak Street   
Cottage Grove WI 53527  
(608) 839-4939
E-mail: trainguyz@charter.net 

WE CAN MAKE YOUR MODEL RAILROAD DREAMS COME TRUE

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 12 ⊗ Waybill  Summer 2008                         Mid West Region NMRA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waybill current schedule:    Deadline: 
 

Fall (September, October, November)     August 15th 
Winter (December, January, February)    November 10th 
Spring (March, April, May)         February 10th 
Summer (June, July, August)        May 15th 

 
 
 
 
 
South Central Wisconsin Division                    Non-Profit 
3015 Union St, Apt 4          Organization 
Madison WI 53714          Permit No 1543 
            US Postage Paid 
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