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Next Division Meet - February 15, 2026 at the Gary Morava Center - 1::00 start.

Clinic Presentation:  Railroads & the Natural Ice Industry: A Symbiotic Relationship by Bruce 

DeYoung, MMR®.       February Model Celebration: An Odd Consist - 4 units maximum.

The January model Celebration featured an Illuminated Structure. There was one entry by Jim 
Osborn. Click on this link to see a photo of the model he brought to the meet and read the article 
above about making it.  htt ps://www.foxvalleydivision.org/fvd2016/contests.v2.html

February 2026

A Winter Modeling Project  by Jim Osborn, MMR®
The cold and snow drove me back to the basement to continue the scenery development 
journey on my HO Scale layout - one scene at a time. The last two months or so focused on the 
"Wheel Works" facility (wheel maintenance shop,) and a fuel storage facility located near the 
turntable and engine service area. I scratch built a gantry crane to handle the movement of axle 
sets at the Wheel Works shop. I also refurbished some old "used but not abused" oil tanks and 
small buildings I had in my inventory from other layouts. 

I decided I needed 5 illuminated lamp poles to light the facility area and nearby road. Mentally 
designing the poles was easy. This turned out to be one of those projects that was easier to 
fantasize than actually build. The vertical pole was fabricated out of 3/32 diameter brass thin-
wall tubing with a hole fabricated to accept the cross arm. The cross arm was 1/16 inch thin-
wall tubing. I bent the cross arm using a small jig with a couple of 1/8 inch vertical metal rods. 
I trimmed it to size aft er carefully bending the tube. I reamed and cleaned any fl ash or sharp 
edges on all of the tubing pieces. I also used Miniatronics lamp shades and Evans Designs "Nano" 
sized LEDs for the model. I needed the extra thin Nano LED wires to get them through the tubing.

I had to feed the LED wires through the cross arm and then down the vertical pole. This had to be 
done aft er painting the parts and before att aching the cross arm to make the right angle turn at 
the pole. The term "pushing a rope" describes gett ing the LED wires around the bend in the cross 
arm and down the pole.
Continued on page 3......



Page 2
Mike's Minute ... 

  

Our fi rst meeting of the new year was held at the Glenview Public Library 
in the small meeting room with 14 att endees present and another 15 over 
the ‘net’ due to the weather conditions.  Our presenter was also over the 
‘net’ from Iowa and I hope his presentation was interesting and informative. 
I don’t think I’ll ever look at processed meats in a grocery store without an 
appreciation for what goes on between the farm and the store and the 
variety of products that industry supports.  

I’m reminded the presentations we try to fi nd and make available are reasons the FVD 
makes your membership most valuable.  And what makes the division most valuable?  You.    
The Division runs on volunteers.  We still have some Division opportunities.   Your Help is 
needed in two areas:   
*We still need a back-up person who can assist with equipment set-up for the meetings and 
Zoom sessions.  Mr. Osborn has fi gured out how to reduce the number of computers to 
make the set-up quicker and a litt le more user-friendly. 
*We also need an Editor for our newslett er, The Semaphore.  Here is another opportunity to 
participate.  It is not that tough and is very rewarding.  
Also, coming up In the Spring of even numbered years, the Division holds elections for 
Superintendent and for Chief Clerk.   Now is about right to indicate your interest in running 
for either of these positions.  Voting takes place at our April meeting.  Contact Rich Hoker, 
our Chief Clerk if you are interested in taking on either of these positions.
I always look forward to seeing many of you at our meetings, whether in person or over the 
net.  Whichever method you choose to participate, your presence is always appreciated.  

It won’t be long now for us to see grass again and may your lawn and all your signals be 
green.  

Regards, MH

You can see the full schedule, clinics and model celebration topics at:
htt ps://www.foxvalleydivision.org/fvd2016/timetable.v2.html

Always check the Timetable on the website for the latest meeting updates and locations.

Also check out other RR events at: 
htt ps://www.foxvalleydivision.org/fvd2016/rrevents.v2.html
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Lamp Pole project  - Continued

Here are a few pictures that show the lamp pole project progression.

      

Bent cross arms with lamp shades soldered on.          Cross arms soldered and ready for painting.

Fabricated vertical poles with holes for the arms.                       Everything in the paint booth.
The fi nials are at the top of the picture.

I scavenged a couple of left -over fi nials from some old Oregon Rail Supply signal kits and glued 
them in the top of the poles.  Everything got painted with Tamiya fi ne white primer and fi nished 
with Vallejo Air Gunmetal Grey tempered with a couple of drops of Air Flat Brown. 
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Lamp Pole project  - Continued

Cross arm with the LED wires threaded through. "Pushing the Rope" down the main pole.

The 5 completed poles are shown above. Note 
the short wires coming out of the lower pole. 
This was the result of a kink that developed 
while threading the wires down the pole. I ended 
up taking this one apart and using another LED. 
I also learned that I needed to put a thin piece 
of shrink tubing over the wires and up into the 
pole bott om a short way. This protected the 
wires from the bott om edge of the pole.  Aft er 
I was satisfi ed, I soldered a 680 ohm LED current limiting resistor in series with one of the LED 
wires. This biased the LED current to 13 milliamps using a 12 Volt DC power source. The fi nal wire 
assembly at the base was covered with shrink tubing.  A glamour shot of the completed pole  light 
is shown above right.

The scene with the lights in action follows on the next page. They are a nice addition. 
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Lamp Pole project Continued.....

An Areal view of the scene on the left . I added a couple of arrows to point out the lamp poles as they are hard 
to see in the scene.  The right photo features the scratch built gantry crane for the Wheel Works shop.

We all know tough winter is on the prototype. Well the same is true for our layouts. The dry air in 
the house did a number on my HO Scale triple track plate girder bridge. The scene was built on the 
only one piece of standard plywood on the layout - and it shrank aft er many years of containment. 
The track looks like it should be on a slot car raceway!  An abrasive wheel on a Dremel tool 
shortened the rails just enough to let the bridge deck sett le down and trains are running again.  
Model Trains are Fun!

We need content for the "Semaphore."  If you have a layout or display you want featured, just con-
tact me and I will get it organized.    Jim Osborn, MMR®, Temporary Editor
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The 2025-2026 FVD meeting schedule:

Date  
 Clinic or Program Model Celebration Time & Location *
Sep. 21, 2025 
    Lighting basics for model Applications by Jim Osborn, MMR Any Freight Car 1:00 at the GMC
Oct. 19, 2025 
 Basics of Interlocking pt. 1 by Patrick Golden Any Structure 1:00 at the GMC
Nov. 16, 2025
 Pan Pastels by Randy Allio - Live Demonstrations Any Locomotive 1:00 at the GMC
Dec. 21, 2025
 Basics of Interlocking pt. 2 by Patrick Golden Load span  2-3 cars 1:00 at the GMC
Jan. 18, 2026
 Meat Packing: Protos & Models -  by Douglas Harding, MMR® 1 Illuminated Structure   2:00 at the GPL
Feb. 15, 2026
 Railroads & the Natural Ice Industry by Bruce DeYoung 2-4 unit Odd Consist 1:00 at the GMC
Mar. 15, 2026
 Revolutionizing Model Railroading with AI -  by Pat Fleming 2 max Billboard Reefers    1:00 at the MPL
Apr. 19, 2026 - Business Meeting and Offi  cer Elections
 TBA A Kit-bashed structure   TBD
May 17, 2026
 TBA A Favorite  Locomotive TBD
 *Location note:    GMC = Gary Morava Center, Prospect Hts. - GPL = Glenview Public Library
                                 New location >> MPL = Mt. Prospect Public Library >>   htt ps://mppl.org/

Happenings:

GREAT MID-WEST TRAIN SHOW (aka:  the DuPage Swap ), at DuPage County Fairgrounds, Wheaton, 
IL.  9 am to 3 pm, on the following 2026 dates:    Mar 1,  Apr 12 (due to Easter),  May 3,  Jun 7.

The MAD CITY Train Show, at the Alliant Energy Center, Madison, Wis., February 21-22, 2026

ROCK RIVER VALLEY DIVISION MEET March 1 @ 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Paulson's Agriculture Museum of Argyle 6950 Belvidere Rd, Caledonia, IL
Contest: Passenger Trains 
Clinics: Tom McCabe on researching what isn't there anymore. 
Tours: John Dewaters and Roger Rushmeye

ROCK RIVER VALLEY TRAIN SHOW. Harlem HS, Alpine Road, Machesney Park, IL, March 21 & 22, 2026

ALL AMERICAN RAILROAD SHOW, Lyons Township HS Field house, 100 S. Brainard Ave, La Grange, 
IL, Saturday, March 28 only.   DuPage Division sponsors this show.

DEPOT STOVE GANG Train Show, 516 Fremont Street, Lena, Illinois, March 28 and 29, 2026. 

National N Scale Convention June 23-27, 2026. Crown Plaza Airport Hotel, 6401 S. 13th Street, 
Milwaukee, WI.

For more details on these and other events, please visit the FVD Railroad Events webpage
htt ps://www.foxvalleydivision.org/fvd2016/rrevents.v2.html
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About the Fox Valley Division
If you receive this newslett er, you are an NMRA 
member & live in the Fox Valley Division area of 
the Midwest Region and of the National Model 
Railroad Association (NMRA.) The Fox Valley 
Division (FVD) includes all of Lake and McHenry, 
as well as parts of Cook and Kane Counties in 
northeast Illinois.  About 130 members of varied 
ages and modeling ability levels are in the FVD. 
Almost all modeling scales are represented in 
our division. Subscriptions to the Semaphore 
newslett ers are free. NMRA membership is 
available through the NMRA at:

htt ps://www.nmra.org/
2025-2026 FVD monthly meetings are held 
September through May on-line via the ZOOM 
virtual meeting technology & at various physical 
locations per the schedule in this issue.  Each 
meeting features a clinic, modeling celebration 
of member projects, and information of interest 
to the membership. Outings, layout tours, and 
operating sessions may also be organized. We 
encourage you to take advantage of all the FVD 
has to off er. We are here to answer your ques-
tions, help improve your modeling, and help you 
bett er enjoy the great hobby of model railroad-
ing. Visit us on the web at:  
htt ps://www.foxvalleydivision.org/

The Semaphore
is published by the Fox Valley Division of the 
Midwest Region of the NMRA once a month, 
ten months a year, from September to June. 
The Fox Valley Division of the Midwest Region 
of the NMRA is registered 501(c)7 not-for-
profi t Illinois corporation.
Mailing address:

Fox Valley Division
P. O. Box 1535

Arlington Heights, IL 60005-1535
Website:

htt ps://www.foxvalleydivision.org/

Regular meetings are held virtually via Zoom 
and in person at the Gary Morava Center 
generally from 1:00 until 4:00 PM per the 
schedule listed in this publication and on its 
website at:
htt ps://www.foxvalleydivision.org/fvd2016/
timetable.v2.html
Temporary Editor: Jim Osborn, MMR®
Assistant Editor: Michael Hirvela
Assistant Editor: Keith Dart

Follow us on Facebook: 
htt ps://www.facebook.com/groups/962012535134445/

Semaphore Content and Help Wanted ....
Interested in keeping the Semaphore alive? Send us your 
model or prototype pictures, stories, modeling tips, etc. to 
share with others in the hobby.  We are also looking for an 
editor! Contact any offi  cer with your interest at:

htt ps://www.foxvalleydivision.org/fvd2016/contactus.v2.html
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