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November is National Model Railroad Month 
Share Your Hobby With Others! 

NOVEMBER1mhPROGRAM 
8:45 a .m. 
Regency Plaza 
Euclid & Quentin Roads 
Palatine, Illinois 

Superintendent's Notes and Q}l,otes 
The WISE Division will host the 24th annual 

'-- 1rRAINFEST on November 11 and 12, 1995. The show will 
open at 9 :00 am to 6:00 pm on Saturday and 9:30 am to 5:00 
pm on Sunday. The show ·,vill be in Wisconsin State Fair Park, 
North Exhibit Building, S. 84th Street and W. Greenfield 
Avenue, West Allis (Milwaukee), Wisconsin. A Donation of 
$4.00 for adults, S3.00 for Seniors, Youth 17 and under free 
when accompanied by parent. 

Just recently the Fox Valley Division had on display the 
FVD modular railroad at the Chicagoland Hobby Show in the 
Rosemont Convention Center (formerly O'Hare Expo). Irv 
Lange with the help of a few (and I must admit, very few) 
people took the time and effort to present your railroad to the 
manufacturers and public during this four day show. ~ow is 
the time to show some interest in helping set up this modular 
railroad railroad at future High \II/heelers and other events. 

It's time to assemble your wrnsed equipment for the 
December Auction. This event is a lot offun for the menbers. 
It gives some a way to free up their stockpiles of excess 
merchandise and others a chance to get that item they need 
for their layout. In the process the Fox Valley Division will 
receive 10% of each sale. 

There has been a change in the boundaries of the Fox 
Valley and DuPage Divisions. Wben we receive a revised map 
we will publish it. 

May your engine be smiling, and may your trackwork be 
'--- smooth! 

Coming In December 
The December 17th meeting ·will consist of our Annual 

Auction and a slide show provided by the membership. Please 
bring your ten favorite slides to show to the Division. The 
slides can cover any aspect o f railroading. The slide show will 
also be the December Contest. 

Scott Hicks will again handle the auction. Everyone who 
was at last year's auction knows what an outstanding 
auctioneer Scott is. As usual 10% of each winning bid will go 
to the Division. 

Collect your excess modeling equipment and bring it to 
the December meeting. Bring your checkbook and your Want 
List, you may find some real bargains. 
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CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS 

D 
Nov.11 & 12-

Nov. 19 - 8:45 a.m. -

Nov. 23 
Dec. 6 - 7:00 p.m. -

Dec. 16 - 5:00 p.m. -

Dec. 17 - 1:30 p.m. -

Jan. 3 - 7:00 p.m. -

TRAINFEST '95 
State Fair Park 
West Allis (Milwaukee), Wisconsin 
General Membership Meeting 
Board Bus at Palatine Hobby 
Program: CSB & SS Railroad Trip 
HAPPY THANKSGMNG 
Board of Directors Meeting 
Palatine Hobby 
Christmas El Ride 
Board Bus at Palatine Hobby 
See inside for more details and how 
to make resen•ations. 
General Membership Meeting 
Morava Center, Prospect Heights 
Annual Auction 
Contest: Slides 
Board of Directors Meeting 
Palatine Hobby 



Page 2 

National Model Railroading Month 
November in the Mid,vest brings the first cold winds of 

winter. This month seems to call a halt to all of om outdoor 
activities. A time to stay inside where it is warm. 

I recall a time, not too long ago, of working on a layout 
once a week. After four hours of laying track, wiring, or 
scenicking we would sit back, sip a cup of tea and share some 
cookies or other sweet and plan further constmction. 

Occasionally there would be operating sessions at various 
homes where many of us would get together and ' 'run the 
railroad." Those were, and continue to be, great things to do 
during the cold and bleak winter season. 

Model railroading is a hobby that can be done alone or in 
groups. It definitely is more fun when done with others. Share 
your hobby with others. 

~ 

Spotlight on Hobby Shops 
Thanks to Don Hendrick of Pat's H obbies & Crafts, Inc. 

for his article. All shops are invited to make a similar contribu­
tion to this newsletter. We will do as little editing as possible. 
We ask that you tell us about yow- shop. We will use a photo 
of your shop or its model railroad section if one is supplied. 
Please do not include any sale notices. 

Send your article to: Jerry H offman, Editor 
4848 W. Strong St. 
Chicago, IL 60630-2416 

~ 

Palatine Hobby Schedules Classes 
Palatine H obby, Ltd. holds modeling classes on a con­

tinuing basis. Some of the upcoming classes may be of interest 
to the model railroading hobbiest. You are urged to sign up at 
the shop where you may get further details. 
Nov. 11 .... ...... . ... .... .. ....... .. ... .. .. ... System One Seminar 
Nov. 12 ...... .... .... ..... ..... .. ... .............. ....... Track Laying 
Nov. 18 .. ....... . .... . .... .... .......... ... Model Railroad Scenery 
Nov. 19 ... ..... . .. ... . . .. . ...... ..... .... Model Railroad Scene1y 2 
Dec. 3 .... .. .. ................... .. ......... Using a Soldering Iron 
Dec. 9 ........ ......... .... .... .. .... . ... .... . .. Basic Layout Wiring 
Dec. 10 ...... Installing HO/N Ka.dee/Micro Trains Couplers 
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Calendar Now Available 
The Fox Valley Division's Calendar for '95-'96 is now 

available. No fancy pictures, just necessary information. Tht _ 
Calendar of Events of the Fox Vallev Division will be 
distributed at our meetings. ·· 

Stop in and. say "Hi!" Check the Calendar of Events on 
page one of your Semaphore for last minute changes. 

~ 

January Program 
Our January General Membership meeting will feature 

Dave Methlie with a clinic on Scenicking. Dave, owner of 
Design Modelers, builds mod.el railroads for his clients. H e 
has been a hobby shop owner and managed the model 
railroad shows at Hawthorn Shopping Center a few years ago. 
Dave's clinic should give us some additional insight into the 
construction of scenery on our layouts. 

Achievement Trainmaster Erich Russ has scheduled a 
contest for the January meeting. The contest is Off-Line 
Structures. Bring your favorite and be a participant. 

~ 

Fox Valley Modular Railroad 
The public had an opportunity to see the .Fox Valley 

Modular Railroad recently at the National Model and Hobby 
_Show in Rosemont. Questions were answered on constroctio1 

of the modules, track laying, scenenr, and System One. Irv _ _,, 
Lange, Jim Otis, Dave Flebbe and Franf Oldfield were 
fielding the inquiries from the show visitors and were excellent 
representatives of the model railroading hobby. 

\!tbt <!enb et \!tbt JLtnt 
We have recently been informed 

of the passing of 

WILLARD L. SHOENER 

His journey is ended. 
May he rest in peace. 

..5t:> ~,. o~.rNNII 
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That's what you 
can save at 

Palatine Hobby, Ltd. 
Join us at the monthly meetings and 

get your courtesy card for * I 0% discount 
at Palatine Hobby. 

*Not Valid On Sale Items 

Moskal Award 
We are pleased to announce winner of the Bob Moskal 

Award. Dick Cecil of the WISE Division received the award. 
It was presented by Bob Moskal Jr. at the Brunch that 
capped off the Rails of Gold convention of the 1\1idwest 
Region. Congramlations Dick, on your achievement. 

'The 
Christmas cl </{j,de 

Saturday, December 16, 1995 
Depart 5:00 p.m. 

Palatine Hobby, Ltd. 
Euclid and Quentin Rds. 

Fare: $12.00 • Limit 90 Passengers 
Send Reservations and Fare to 

Art Roth 
1556 N. Highland Ave. 

Arlington Heights, IL 60004-386 l 

Make check payable to Fox Valley Division 
Reservation Deadline December 9th 
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WHERE WE MEET 
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FOX VALLEY DIVISION 
PO Box 1535 

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60006-1 535 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

FOX VALLEY DIVISION OFFICERS 

Ray Petten;en, Jr ................ ... . ..... .......... . ................ Superimendem 
708-259-3040 

Art Roth ................... ..... .. . , .... ...... ............ .Assistant Superintendent 
708-577-4430 

Robert Trams .................................... . ......... .............. Chief Clerk 
708-546·7303 

Rich Sweet ............ ..... ...... .................. ......................... Paymaster 
708-459-1037 

FOX VALLEY DIVISION TRAINMASTERS 
Ken IGtzing ... , ....... ........ .. .................... ... ................. Memben;hip 

708-253-3915 
Dorm Bra.nstra.tor .. ... ........ ... •. ................... .. ... .............. .. . Programs 

708-381-6183 
Rich Boettcher ...................... ..... . .......................... Ways and Means 

815-653-2825 
Tim La.ren ....... ........................ ... .. Publications and Public Relations 

708-506-0462 
Erich Russ ...... .... ..... ...... ........... ............. Contests and Achievement 

708-364-0153 
Neal Anderson ............. ........ ....... ................................... At-Large 

708-223-8408 
Irvin Lange ................................ .. .................. ... Fox Valley Railroad 

708-577-0015 

t/Je Sem11phure i; pµblishcd monthly by and for the memlx.rs of the Fox Valley 
Division, Midwest R:cgion, National Model Railroad Association. There are no 
issues for June, July and August. Articles and drawings pertaining to the model 
railroading hobby arc solicited subject to ~ditorial review. Address aU inquiries 
and manuscripts to: Fox VaJJey Division, Publications Trainmaster, P.O. Box 
1535, Arlington Heights, IL 60006-1535. 

Ray Pettersen, Jr 

SUperintendent 
4307 Linden Ln 

Rolling M~~d.:iws IL 60008-3423 

CONTEST CORNER 
DECEMBER CONTEST 

Slides 
Bring your 10* favorite slides 

to the December meeting. 
Your name could be here as a 

winner in the January Semaphore. 

Watch this space for future contests. 

To contact your Achienment Trainmaster 
Erich Russ, you may talk to him at the 
meetings or write him at our P. 0. Box 

or his e-mail address 
ebruss@aol.com 

"'or less 
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