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SUPPORT YOUR DIVISION 

We would like to thank Don Robinson for his 
great clinic during the January meeting. It 
just goes to show you t hat when you give a 
mode ler some wire and some hot l ead, he can 
do almost anything. 

Our show is onl y a month away, so make your 
plans now to display or attend . The show will 
be our March meeting . Things to be disp l ayed are 
as follows: 

1. Operating Portable Layouts. 

2.Assemling Kit Displays 

3 .History Displays (books,magazi nes,drawings & 
antiques) 

4 . Displ ay Hardware (engi nes,cars, structures & 
scenery) 

5.Anything else you can thi nk of .. 

Advertising wi l l be available for you to hand 
out to your f riends and even your enemies to 
come . Plan on your family making a day of it . 
It ' s every FVD member ' s duty to help and 
make this show a succes s . 

Our convention , which is coming up in 1985, 
i s a gr eat oppor tunity to give a clinic. It 
allows you to share your talents and pr oced­
ures with others in the hobby, and a l so gives 
you points f or the Achievement Program . I£ 
the thought of preparing or givi ng a clinic 
t roubles you, t here is a l ot of help wit hin 
t he divi sion , in photography and writ i ng, to 
assist you to make a successful effort . So 
start thinking about i t today ... 1985 is not 
that far off. 

Jim Otis 



The SEMAPHORE is a divis ion newsletter to inform 
its members of events surrounding the hobby of 
mode l railroading. If you are presenting, or 
know of any events comming in this ar ea, contact 
me for some publisity. 

Let 's share our hobby with others. Bring a new 
face t o the division meeting and intr oduce him 
to all the great people who attend. 

This division has many benifits and activities 
for i ts members . Let's al l particapate where we 
can and pit ch in with the work load. This i s a 
volunteer organization and we need teamwork to 
enjoy its activities ...... . 

HIGHWHEELER is comming up on us real quick. Have 
you offered your time and energy for this years 
show? We can always use another helping hand . 
This years show looks to be a good one. Tell 
your friends and neighbors .. . . get them involved. 

Happy Model Rai lroadi ng 

NOTICE : We will be printing articles on Hobbyshops, 
Clubs and Private Pikes. If you want to write a 
article for the SEMAPHORE on one or more of these 
subjects contact your editor or a BOD member for 
further information. We want everybody to have 
equal opertunity so let' s see some art i cles. 

COPPER LAKE & YARMOUTH 
RAILWAY 
ROUTE OF THE ............... 
STUIIIT &1111~ 
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PRESIDENT 
RON NELSON 
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2535 II. Waterau 
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Charles C. Love - POM 
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VIRGINIA 
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"The r M lrnc" ~ 
ui'.a~ Sdtcdule~ a ( N, gh t Oitfy 

Bert ,\h r ensfe l d Palatine , 111 . 

THE ILLINOIS SHORT LINE 

ALWAYS ON TIME 
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VALLEY 
MODEL R.R. ASSN. 

P.O. BOX 1082 
ELGIN, IL 

KENYON RD. 1/4 Ml. W. OF RT. 25 IN SO. ELGIN, IL 

VISITORS WELCOME WED. EVES. 7:30-10:00 

St GENEVIEVE &DOCK COMP ANY 

svo· lt/!§co 
~- F"LOTILLA 

Donn P. llto011t01or, SIii"' Towboat a oln a Poealdent 

ALLEGHENY SHORT 
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AL WESTERFIELD 

RAILROAD SCALE REPRODUCTIONS 

1404 EVANS COURT 
ELK GROVE VILLAGE, IL 60007 
312/ 529-1983 

• TRAINS 
• CRAFTSMAN KITS 

• ARCHITECTURAL MODEL 
SUPPLIES 

• CON COR & HELJAN 
KITS 

• HOBBY TOOLS 

• ROCKETS 

• BOOKS & MAGAZINES 

• PLASTIC MODELS 

• FL YING MODELS 
& SUPPLIES 

218 N. DUNTON 
A RL INGTON HEIGHTS 

ILLINOIS & WESTERN It R. 

President D.W.ClARK 

· Corpllrate Offices Greenwood Ill 

FOX VALLEY DIVISION 

Paymaster's Report 

January, 1983 

Cash Balance 12/31/82 

I ncome: 

Company Store Sales 
Coffee and Pop 
Christmas Party Tickets 

Expenses: 

Semaphore Printing & Postage 
Fox Val ley Rai lroad Material 
Christmas Party 
Company Store Purchases 

Cash Balance 1/31 /83 

22.00 
4.30 

610.00 

452.58 
14.41 

( 8.68) 
90.00 

$1,062 .02 

636.30 

548.31 

$1,150.01 

OUR ADVERTISERS 
DESERVE YOUR PATRONAGE 

WANECU VALLEY RR 
Walt Cutler, Pres. 
Palatine, IL 



LIMITED RUN BOX CARS 

Two HO scale limited run boxcars are available 
at the FOX VALLEY DIVISION company store. The 
first, developed by the Historic Her a l ds Car 
Committee of the Midwest Reg i on NMRA, is a 
Missouri Pacifi c subsidiary St. Louis Browns­
vi lle and Mexico SO foot "XM" double door box­
car . The second car, from the WISE Division in 
Milwaukee is a 40 foot ribbed- side Milwaukee 
Road boxcar . A limited number of these good 
looking cars ar e left . They are available to 
you at the company store whi l e supplies last . 

TOY TRAINS • COLLECTAlllfS • GOW & SIL\IER 

STAl'l'S • COINS • ~ IRPLAl'ES , RACE CAAS 

80UCHT . SOU> . TRl>DEO . REPAIRfO 

Bob's Hobby Shop 
New Larger Store 

CLUB DI SCOJNTS 

392-7725 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
PLAZA VERDE 

SHOPPING CENTER 
1279 W. DUNDEE RD. 
(Dundee & Ari Hts Rd) 

BUFFALO GROVE 

(J/2) 949-868() 

Ron's Mundelein Hobbies 
Model Trains, Planes, Radio Control 

4JJ N . uzke Strttt (Rt. 45) 

Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri JO AM-8 PM 
Closed Tue. 
Sat JO AM · 5:JO PM 
Sun JJ AM· J PM 

The Viking Hobby Shop, Inc. 

Ot n;1• Ult.OU CUfTUHN 
ll'ouu Of The 

GREAT LAKE and 

l'AC IFIC IIAILROAO 

m.-m.,ersh ip int o 

contac t 

OAVIO W CLARK 

l l l 

,91 4 7 :ll 

S. C. MODELER 
INC. 

1999 W. LARKIN AVP. 
F.LOIH; ILL, 60120 

Mon , -Th. 1n-6 
l"r 1. 12-9 
SRt , 9 -~ 

Phone (Jl2) h97-)7J? 



FOR INFC~MA"T' ION CONTACT ; 

FAEO l<L INGEA 

i200 RACE: ST. 

ARLINGTON MTS., I LL . GOOOQ 

394~8274 

ARLINC'TON HEICHTS SOCIETY 

1'/ZODE:Z:. ENCINEERS 

CV- -,J . 

~_g~T.___,LAKES 
.;? f_~ 8!-\ _ -~ 

NOR,-»-;RN 
1-0lfil OF TiJE ,l:Xl'LORER 

S7!:P, AND D't£SEL S ERVICE 

Connec ting Line for The Union Pac ific 
Arid Great Northern 

DAILY L IMI TEDS TO ALL MAJOR POINTS 

and 
SMOKEY VALLEY 

I : l ', I LINES·. ; ! , .,, , 

ROC'Tt. OF ITHF./ SMOK l El~T 

ALL Et~QlUC ~ ICE 
/ 

The On l y ~ u nta1n Route To Fo x Lak e 

Agent : R. Ekho l ~ 7 4 1 - 8086 

NEVADA SHORT LINE 

"THE MOUNTAIN ROUTE" 

J. KEMP PRES. 

Wally Zincke - Glenview, IL 

JR TESCH. President 
" " Schaumbur1 

~ 

DULUTH & TOMAHAWK RAILROAD 
"Northwest through thr Northwood.I'' 

TOM HOFFMAN - President 
JERRY HOFFMAN - Superi ntenden t 

Doil.A HOHMAN - Bankruptcy T rustee 

LAKE M1cHIGAN SourHERN 
Gateway 

To The 
South 

GOULD COMPANY 22 FOOT WOOD ORE CAR 

Over the last several months, I have been 
not i cing an advertisment run on this ore 

.. -

car wich is a Chicago Milwaukee St. Paul 
Railroad prototype. My curiosity increased 
when I saw completed kits at the local hobby 
shop, I felt its appearance was far superior 
than those of more standard ore cars. Because 
my railroad operates in the 1928 period, and 
these cars were built in the 1900-1915 era, 
it openened up a new possibility for mining 
operation on t he Fall River. I purchased 
several of these cars with some anxiety of 
how these kits would fit together. I was 
very pleased on the completion of my first 
kit to find out that a excellent job in 
casting was the product of the Gould Co. 

With all the parts fitting perfectly, truss 
rods and grab irons were always a problem 
in wood kits. The preformed truss rods 
actually snap into place wi th no di ffi culty. 
The grab irons have predri l l ed holes and are 
merely seperated from the ir casting and in­
serted and glued into place. The trucks -have 
brake shoes and amazingly good detail with 
nylon bearings. I substituted metal wheel­
sets for the plastic that are supplied in 
the kit. The only other addi tion needed is 
Kadee couplers #5. I painted the car in 
tuscan and followed normall procedures to 
decal the built model. 

I would recomend this model kit to all skill 
levels of modelers. I built two cars which 
were the first real -attempt for me with this 
kind of kit and the results were beautiful. 
The'se kits can be purchased from one of the 
hobbyshops that advertises with us in the 
SEMAPHORE. 

J im Otis 



PRIVATE PIKE OWNERS 
\Ve would like to have you Jorn us this year at 
HIGHWHEELER. Home and club railroads are the 
backbone of our hobby and it is important that 
we show a representative display of all types 
of model railroads. Your display could be an 
overview of your layout using trackplans, 
topographic and state maps showing your route, 
operating themes, unique industries and struc­
tures, pictures of your layout, prototype ins ­
pirations or special cars. In short, whatever 
you feel unique or interesting about your lay­
out will make a good display. 

We are also interested in developing a single 
slide presentation showing various layouts in 
the area and the FVD division.If you could 
spare five or more slides of your layout we 
will put them together in a show. 

If you are interested contact Tom Hoffman at 
312-299-6276 most any evening and I'll try 
to help line up your display. 
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RUNAWAY SIDINGS BY: JOHN MUNN 

RUNAWAY TRAINS, NO AIR, THE POSSIBILITY OF 
DERAILMENT, THE CRASH INTO ANOTHER TRAIN 
EITHER STANDING OR MOVING, THE LOSS OF LIFE 
AND LIMB. 

TRAIN CREWS, DISPATCHERS, CTC MEN, STATION 
AGENTS AND ALL OTHERS ASSOCIATED WITH RAIL­
ROAD LIFE LIVE IN CONSTANT FEAR OF RUNAWAYS. 
EVEN WITH OUR ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY, SAFETY 
EQUIPMENT, ETC. THEY CAN HAPPEN. ON THE LEVEL 
THEY ARE NOT AS MUCH OF A PROBLEM, BUT IN 
THE MOUNTAIN GRADES THEY ARE KILLERS. 

TO OVERCOME THE POSSIBILITIES, MANY RAILROADS 
OPERATING IN MOUNTAINOUS COUNTRY HAVE "RUN­
AWAY SIDINGS" OR SAFTY TRACKS. ONE OF THESE 
SAFTY TRACKS IS ON THE SOUTHERN CHARLOTLE 
DIVISION . IT IS CALLED THE JALUDA SAFTY TRACK 
NUMBER ONE. ON A 4.3% GRADE THE SAFTY TRACK 
LEADS SHARPLY UP GRADE FOR OVER 1000 FEET 
INTO A DUMPER- ·OF 60 FEET OF EARTH, ENOUGH TO 

· STOP THE HEAVIEST RUNAWAY FREIGHT. THE SWITCH 
rs ALWAYS LINED UP FOR THE .SAFTY TRACK AND IS 
MANUALLY THROWN UPON PROPER WHISTLE SIGNAL 
FROM THE DOWN GRADE TRAIN. 
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CARTEL 

RAM 
HOBBY SHOP 

6603 W. HIGGINS 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

775-3382 

A STORE WITH YOU IN MIND 

C) 

ALAM■0A 
COUNTY 

STDNl!Y CRE ■ K 

JAM■■TOWN a;;, 

ROCK CITV 

. . SEE 
AMERICA .. 
WITH US 
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